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A boom in photography in the 70s and 80s 
drove an expansion in camera shops. 
Miniaturized  point and shoot cameras (and 
later disposable and digital cameras) 
closed many camera repair shops

Typewriters became ubiquitous- and 
repair shops expanded to match- just 
before they were made obsolete by 
word-processing machines.

The late 70s saw a temporary halt in the dwindling 
number of repair shops, potentially caused by the 
stagnant economy of the 1970s

Computers

2015

State of Disrepair
The decline of repair shops in 
Portland Oregon, 1950 to 2015
By Joel Newman

Numbers compiled from archived phonebooks 
from the Portland metro area. For 2015, numbers 
listed in the phonebook (which now tends to 
underreport) were averaged with numbers listed 
on yelp (which tends to overreport).
Source: Portland metro area phone directories, 
Yelp, Statista


